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Book Reviews
NORTHERN NEW SPAIN: A RESEARCH GUIDE. By Thomas C. Barnes, Thomas H.
Naylor, and Charles W. Polzer. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1981. Pp.
xii, 147. Illus., glossary, bibliog. $9.95 paper.
ALL PERSONS TEACHING or conducting research in the field of Spanish colonial
history in the area of northern New Spain can make use of this valuable new tool.
For the novice, a research guide such as this can save many hours normally spent
in understanding the types of documentation available and how various collections
may be utilized. The section devoted to basic paleography will help the beginning
translator deal with handwriting and abbreviations. For the experienced researcher, it gives quick access to widely scattered information, as in the convenient
summaries of colonial officials, civilian and religious, throughout the viceroyalty
of New Spain.
Basically, the guide makes use of materials gathered for the Documentary
Relations of the Southwest (DRSW) Project Manual edited by Charles W. Polzer.
An explanation of the DRSW master index and computer access is included.
Other chapters cover types and classifications of documents (e.g. administrative,
military, ciVil, and ecclesiastical); documentary collections arranged by regional
depositories in Mexico, Spain, and other countries; the structure of colonial government; the political evolution of Northern New Spain; nomenclature of native
groups; and some locator maps keyed for the computer access Geofile and system
of site designation employed by certain institutions in the Southwest.
In any attempt to compile and simplify information, problems occur. The glossary is a genuinely good effort to reduce terms to a basic translation and explanation. In some cases, however, words are given specialized meanings that are
applicable in certain situations but not others. For example, beneficio, ejido, gente
de raz6n, lavadero, and rancheria all have meanings beyond the ones listed.
The chapter on weights and measures is extremely complete, but one must keep
in mind the pOSSibility of inaccurate equivalents because of variations in time and
space. Values of money and currency are also subject to the same limitations. The
chapter on racial terminology includes almost every known combination but does
not analyze classifications with regard to social status.
Despite any minor limitations, thisgui~brings together an exhaustive amount
of information designed to make research less ofa chore in Spanish colonial history.
It is a must not only for those working in northern New Spain, but its listing of
general guides and aids to collections makes it a stepping stone to further investigation of the whole field. An indispensable teaching aid, it will be appreciated
by all those instructing persons in a complex area of research.

University of San Diego

IRIS H. W. ENGSTRAND
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THE YAQUIS: A CULTURAL HISTORY. By Edward H. Spicer. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1980. Pp. xiv, 393. IlIus., index, notes, references. $28.50 cloth;
$14.50 paper.
THIS WORK IS ASIGNIFICANT achievement in southwestern history and anthropology. As he has done in nine previous books, Edward H. Spicer combines history
and ethnography in a sensitively written narrative. His latest work represents
four hundred years of Yaqui cultural adjustment and change. Spicer began his
Yaqui research at Pascua, Arizona, in 1936, and extended it to the Mexican Yaqui
town of Potam, Sonora, in 1941. The book is the culmination of forty years of
research and rumination. It is a balanced historical account of the turbulent Yaqui
past.
Spicer begins his history with a long introduction, "Yaquis Enter the European
Crucible," that dates from 1617 and the Yaqui conversion by Jesuits to Catholicism.
The larger history of settlement of the northern colonial frontier of New Spain,
and indeed Yaqui history, is placed within the context of Spain's decline from her
commanding position in European affairs. Spicer then follows with alternate chapters of ethnography and history. He discusses at length Yaqui religion and religious
arts; Yaqui relations with hacendados from the expulsion of the Jesuits to the
Mexican Revolution of 1910; the Yaqui town, Yaqui history since the revolution;
and Yaqui "identity." His final chapter, "An Enduring People," contains an analysis
of Spicer's definition of culture. He writes that like "peoples better known to
history such as the Irish, the Basques, the Iroquois, and the Mayas, Yaquis also
faced the threat of political domination and cultural absorption" (p. 333). And like
many peoples of Europe and North America, they found means to maintain their
identity, if not politically, then culturally. In meeting the test of survival in "the
crucible of nations," they came to participate in a general human type, which the
author identifies as an "Enduring People" whose identity includes the material
as well as the less frequently explained immaterial attributes of culture. It is in
his analysis of the immaterial realm of Yaqui culture-ideas and traditions-that
Spicer writes with great delicacy and grace so that the reader, in learning about
the subtle meaning of Yaqui symbol and myth, begins to comprehend that it was
not merely fertile, irrigable land for which Yaquis fought and died in the nineteenth
century, but also for "those places where life was most intensely realized" (p. 334).
Spicer's prose is often pleasing and his tone always humane.
The Yaqui has been printed in double-column format, doubtlessly to save space
and to accommodate the more than 100 photographs and drawings of Rosamond
B. Spicer, the author's wife. Although the print is small, it is still easily read.
Spicer has also included twenty-one maps and ten diagrams of ceremonial events
(also drawn by his wife). The book is a masterful work that will be read for years
to come as the standard source on Yaqui culture and history.

Northern Arizona University

L. G. MOSES
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INDEH, AN APACHE ODYSSEY. By Eve Ball, with Nora Henn and Lynda Sanchez.
Foreword by Dan L. Thrapp. Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press,
1980. Pp. xxi, 334. Illus., bibliog., index. $19.95.
THERE ARE NUM EROUS CASES in which American Indian historical narratives mainly
based on written documentation often lack a crucial evidential element. In such
instances, the critical ingredient that is generally absent is oral testimony of those
Indians who were participants in the events being described. This situation certainly holds true for much that has been written concerning Chiricahua Apache
history. Indeh, An Apache Odyssey, whose contribution stems from its attempt
to redress this imbalance, is a synthesis of Eve Ball's thirty-year accumulation of
Chiricahua oral testimony.
Indeh is an interesting collection of fifty-five vignettes from the Indian viewpoint, which span Chiricahua Apache history, roughly from 1850 through 1930.
Especially noteworthy are the vivid descriptions of and rather profound insights
into the personalities of Juh and Cochise. Also covered exceptionally well are
topics treating the Mescalero Indian Reservation, Bureau of Indian Affairs agent
James A. Carroll, and Blazer's Mill. Yet there are several serious omissions. Little
is learned about the Chiricahuas' experiences as prisoners of war. Ironically, nothing is learned about their Mescalero reservation experience.
Such paucity of information should cause the reader to use Indeh with caution.
A particular difficulty with Indeh is that it is solely based upon oral accounts.
What makes this problem rather troublesome is that out of some 160 Chiricahua
and Mescalero Indian informants listed in the bibliography, the information used
is provided by only thirteen individuals. Of this amount, at least three-fourths of
the book rests on Asa Daklugie's (Geronimo's nephew and leader of the faction
that moved from Oklahoma to New Mexico) interpretation ofwhat befell his people
and his role in such episodes-some ofwhich is not substantiated by extant archival
documentation. As with any records, oral history testimony must be compared
against other sources for the sake of historical accuracy. Use of available archival
and manuscript material would have made Indeh a more balanced work and would
have avoided some errors of fact.
Indeh also suffers from several stylistic problems. There is lacking in the work
any coherent organization; the book's three major divisions are not integrated.
Also, there is absent from the various sketches a unifYing narrative thread. None
of them includes any reference to the time in which particular events occui-red,
nor are they arranged sequentially. As such, it is recommended that the reader
consult, for example, Dan Thrapp's The Conquest ofApacheria to place Indeh in
a better historical framework. This will enable the reader to obtain a deeper
appreciation of Indeh, which, in any case, ought to be read for some of the
Chiricahua view of southwestern Indian history that it provides.

Northern Arizona University
Phoenix Center

JOHN ANTHONY TURCHENESKE, JR.
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NAVAJO ARCHITECTURE: FORMS, HISTORY, DISTRIBUTION. By Stephen C. Jett and
Virginia E. Spencer. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1981. Pp. xix, 289.
Illus., index, notes, bibliog., appendix. $37.50 cloth; $14.95 paper.
OVER THE PAST HALF CENTURY the Navajos have attracted more attention from
scholars than any other North American tribe, and possibly more attention than
any other tribal people in the world. There are several reasons why so many
North American specialists have been drawn to the Navajos. The most obvious
reason is that they are numerically the largest of the North American tribes.
Almost as important is the fact that they have been able to maintain their cultural
integrity to a far greater extent than almost any other tribe. However, the most
important factor is that Navajo culture exhibits significant temporal and regional
variability. Navajo cultural variability has proven to be a blessing and a curse to
the academic community. While researchers have been blessed by an area rich
in research problems, they have been cursed by the development of a literature
that, in large part, consists of a seemingly endless stream of narrowly defined,
synchronic studies that are relevant to only a single community or region. There
has been no single "comprehensive" study of the Navajos, and there never will
be. Comprehensive topical or regional studies are the only alternatives, and few
researchers have had the courage to attempt such studies. Thus, this study of
Navajo architecture by Stephen Jett and Virginia Spencer is important and exciting
because it is one of the few comprehensive topical studies of the Navajos to
combine detailed treatment of the subject matter with analysis of temporal and
regional variation.
Jett and Spencer discuss the full range of Navajo architecture, starting with the
early Athapaskans and ending with the contemporary Navajos. Much of the book
is devoted to the origins, evolutions, and forms of dwellings. The full range of
known hogan forms are discussed in detail, and Navajo-built houses are also
extensively covered. In their discussion of dwellings, they have included furnishings, stoves, hearth, storage pits, meal bins, etc., as well as construction
techniques. In addition, the authors also examine a wide range of other types of
structures Navajos built. Corrals, sweathouses, fences, field structures, windbreaks, tents, ovens, shrines, graves, and privies are only a few of the categories
that are included. Not only are all of these structures described as fully as possible
in the text, but the study is profusely illustrated with more than 200 photographs
and line drawings.
The authors' detailed discussions of the various types of Navajo structures is
followed by analysis of regional and temporal variation in Navajo architecture. By
focusing on dwellings they are able to indicate the historical and regional environmental factors that influenced the variations in Navajo architecture.
Jett and Spencer should be commended for having written what is definitely
a monumental work. On the book cover, it is stated that this study "may well be
the most complete study to date of the folk architecture of a tribal society." Not
being a specialist in folk architecture, I am unable to comment on this statement.
I can say, however, that this book is one of the most significant studies of the
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Navajos to be published in recent decades and is certainly the definitive work on
Navajo architecture. While there is little doubt as to this book's immense value
to scholars, the nonspecialist interested in either the Navajos or American Indians
should not be frightened by the title. The detailed discussions of Navajo architecture are placed within broader discussions of Navajo culture. This approach
makes the study comprehensible to the nonspecialist and has resulted in a book
that is engrossing and enjoyable to read.

University of Tulsa

GARRICK A. BAILEY

SOUTHWESTERN WEAVING. By Marian E. Rodee. Second edition. Albuquerque:
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology and the University of New Mexico Press,
1981. Pp. xvii, 176. Illus., glossary, bibliog. $14.95 paper.
OLD NAVAJO RUGs: THEIR DEVELOPMENT FROM 1900 TO 1940. By Marian E.
Rodee. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1981. Pp. xiv, 113. Illus.,
bibliog., index. $25.00 cloth; $15.95 paper.
THE HISTORY OF WEAVING in the Southwest originates with the prehistoric ancestors of today's Pueblo peoples. The arrival of the Spanish, with their herds of
sheep and treadle loom, added new materials and technology to the development
of textile arts in the region. Navajo weavers translated elements from Pueblo and
Spanish cultures into a textile tradition distinctively Navajo. Marian Rodee's two
recent books contribute to the growing corpus on southwestern weaving in general, and Navajo weaving in particular.
The most salient characteristic of both volumes is the extensive use of museum
collections as the basic research tool. The first edition of Southwestern Weaving,
published in 1977 by the University of New Mexico Press and the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, utilized the collection at the Maxwell Museum to summarize the post-contact evolution of weaving. This is an important collection,
owing much of its distinction to Gilbert Maxwell, a Navajo trader who died in
1980. Maxwell acquired his textiles with a keen collector's eye and an equally
keen trader's savvy. Maxwell's collection, which was donated to the museum in
1963, comprises the nucleus of the museum's southwestern textile holdings. The
collection subsequently has been enriched through additional gifts of contemporary weavings. Rodee's book does not attempt to provide an exhaustive or
definitive study of the history and technology of southwestern weaving; rather it
comprises a research catalogue, utilizing numerous color plates and black and
white photographs of the collection to illustrate significant developments in the
textile arts of the Southwest. A detailed technical description (i.e. warp:weft count,
fiber, type of yarn, spin, twist, ply and dye) is provided for each illustrated piece.
Both editions also contain a helpful glossary that would have been enhanced by
drawings or illustrations of some of the more technical terms. The principal virtue
of t.he second edition is the inclusion of an introduction, which places Maxwell,
the collector, in the context of his collection. The discussion provides a personal
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and historic dimension to the collecting process and the textiles themselves. A
brief commentary on textile conservation, also included in the introduction, is
useful to private and institutional collectors.
While both editions of Southwestern Weaving focus exclusively on the collection
at the Maxwell Museum, the basic data utilized in Old Navajo Rugs derive from
museum collections throughout the country. The book traces the development of
Navajo weaving from 1900 to 1940, a period characterized by the elaboration of
regional styles. Illustrations from the C. N. Cotton and J. B. Moore mail-order
catalogues provide particularly valuable insights into the influence of these early
traders on the evolution of twentieth-century rug patterns specifically designed
and marketed to appeal to East Coast Anglo buyers. Subsequent discussion of the
contributions of Lorenzo Hubbell and others delineates the unique role such
traders played in the history of the reservation and in the development of the
regional Navajo rug. A brief description of the collaboration between Mary Cabot
Wheelwright and Cozy McSparron in the introduction of the ill-fated chrome
dyes also is of interest. Rodee's discourse on the importance of fibers and dyes
to dating and identifying old Navajo rugs provides much useful information, although again, technical drawings 'would have Clarified her analysis. On balance,
Old Navajo Rugs presents a carefully researched and well-illustrated history of
Navajo weaving in the first half of the twentieth century. In her brief "Afterword,"
Rodee cautions against applying regional standards to today's weavers. The isolation that reinforced regional weaving styles is a condition of the past. The
contemporary weaver is an individual artist, responding to a multitude of influences-including books like Marian Rodee's. Both her recent volumes are of value
to scholars, collectors, weavers, and the reader with a general interest in southwestern Indian art and the history of the Southwest.

Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian

SUSAN MCGREEVY

THE NAVAJO NATION. By Peter Iverson. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1981.
Contributions in Ethnic Studies, Number 3. Pp. xxxii, 273. Notes, bibliog.,
index. $25.00.
THE READER WHO PICKS UP this book must realize at the outset that this is not an
encyclopedic history of the Navajo from their early, paleo-Indian days to the
present. Instead, Peter Iverson focuses on the last five decades of the tribe's
history. It'is current history brought up to the near-present that traces tribal
economic, political, and legal activities, since it is within those areas that Iverson
sees an emerging Navajo nationalism. One could argue that the formation of the
kind of intense loyalty to a nation that constitutes "nationalism" should include a
discussion of artistic and other cultural indicators or trends. Even within the more
limited context Iverson presents a convincing case that the Navajos are moving
toward self-determination. Their wish is to establish a separate ethnic identity
through control of their political system, health care and schools, and the reser-
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vation's economic development. The tribe's goal is simply greater independence
within the national fabric.
When Peter MacDonald was elected tribal chairman in 1970, for the first of
three terms, it marked a turning point in Navajo relations with the federal government and the beginning of the movement towards self-determination. Under
his leadership the tribe increasingly began to control their legal services, health
care, and public education. The author's discussion of the latter is especially
insightful, noting the creation of a unique curriculum and the many attendant
problems and conflicts. Along with control in those key areas, MacDonald spearheaded the drive to gain more control over the tribe's economic livelihood, not
an easy matter considering the many legal entities and the powerful corporations
with which the tribe has had to contend. Finally, as Iverson and MacDonald
observe, the tribe is getting the respect of the United States government. The
author's unabashed admiration for the chairman colors some of his judgments and
precludes an objective critique of this outstanding and controversial Native American leader. With that said, the study comes as close as any recent attempt by a
non-Indian to achieve the delicate balance between overt empathy and impartiality of a provocative subject.
The introduction and chapter I are the only weak parts of the book. In the
introduction an attempt is made to place the Navajo Emergence Myth into a
historical context, but the interpretation and synthesis show a lack of familiarity
with the many studies that have examined the myth. Nowhere does he show that
he is acquainted with the work of Leland Wyman, the more recent work of Karl
Luckert, or Sheila Moon's A Magic Dwells: A Poetic and Psychological Study of
the Navaho Emergence Myth (1972). In chapter I he notes Robert Young's and
David Brugge's comments about the initial, amicable relations between the Pueblo
and the newly arrived Navajos, but he ignores completely the major work by Jack
Forbes, Apache, Navaho and Spaniard (1960). Forbes, basing his conclusions on
a thorough study of Spanish documents, suggests that emnity-in the form of
raiding and warfare-and friendship characterized the relationship between Puebloan and Athapaskan before Spanish Indian policy began to alter it into constant
hostility. Elsewhere there are a number of typographical mistakes that mar the
book: Governador Knob for Gobernador Knob (p. xxviii, but correct on p. 3);
Arate Salmeron for Fray Geronimo de Zarate Salmeron (pp. 3, 271); and [E.
B.] Merit for Edgar B. Meritt (p. 21).
Notwithstanding the incidental criticisms noted above, Iverson offers a straightforward, descriptive narrative of recent Navajo history, although probably not as
interpretive and analytical as some might wish. While he relies heavily on newspaper accounts, the bibliography is extensive and inclusive, indicating a good
grasp of the sources. The ad:vantage of having lived on the reservation for several
years and knowing many of the personalities has aided in the detailing of events.
It is a welcome addition to the growing literature on this politically and economically important tribe.

Seattle, Washington

MICHAEL

J.

WARNER
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DRINKING BEHAVIOR AMONG SOUTHWESTERN INDIANS: AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL
PERSPECTIVE. Edited by Jack O. Waddell and Michael W. Everett. Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1980. Pp. xxix, 248. Illus., index, notes. $9.95
paper.
To PERSONS WHO HAVE a professional or general interest in the perplexing problems of alcohol among American Indians, this volume provides some revealing
insights into how Indian groups view drinking. The descriptions of drinking behavior come from four southwestern groups: urban Papagos, by Jack B. Waddell;
Taos Pueblo, by Donald N. Brown; Navajo adolescents by Martin D. Topper; and
White Mountain Apaches, by Michael W. Everett. While the authors are not
Indian, their essays show some of the methods by which contemporary anthropologists seek to identify beliefs and behavior as they are viewed from within a
particular culture. Following are commentaries by five Native Americans who
have had practical experience in community alcoholism and mental health programs: Fernando Escalante, Richard Cooley, Maurice W. Miller, Don Ostendorf,
and Ron Wood. In introductory and concluding essays the editors set these papers
in historical and comparative perspective. The combination of academic and applied anthropology focused on a contemporary social problem is noteworthy
throughout the volume.
Waddell first gives a detailed summary of the aboriginal background of alcohol
use in the Southwest. The Papago is the only one of the four groups in which
alcohol (a native sahuaro cactus wine) had played a central and sacred role in
agricultural ritual. While the Apache had acquired a native corn beer from Mexican
Indians, it was used primarily in a social rather than a sacred context. All four
were heavily influenced by the frontier drinking patterns introduced by whites.
Today in all four groups drinking is seen as having positive functions in maintaining
social ties and releasing tensions.
Topper's essay on Navajo adolescent drinking presents most fully the methods,
based on linguistics and cognitive anthropology, used to identifv native beliefs
and behavior. Through interviews with "young men who drink'; he constructs,
first, a four-level taxonomy of drinkers as classified by the Navajo and, then, their
"verbal action plans" for drinking in two key situations: "how young men drink
in groups at dances" (high school stomp dances and adult squaw dances) and "how
older men drink alone." He analyzes the functions of group drinking: for social
pleasure with friends, to demonstrate manhood, and to try to escape from the
stresses that bear especially heavily on young men in the Navajo matrilineal family
structure and under the pressures of social change.
Despite many similarities in the contemporary drinking behavior described for
the four groups, each also shows culturally specific characteristics: for example,
the Papago tribal history of ritual drinking and their association of the effects of
drinking with spirit powers; the Navajo discomfort in off-reservation bars as compared with informal drinking groups at their own dances and ceremonies; the
Apache phrasing of "trouble" that comes from drinking (taking offense from convivial joking or teasing that can lead quickly to retaliation, violence, and even
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"revenge suicide"). Lone drinkers are seen as problematical in all four groups;
social drinking is acceptable so long as it does not lead to undesirable consequences. While these communities express disapproval of excessive drinking that
leads to neglect offamily responsibilities or to violence, they seem to have difficulty
in applying their own sanctions to curb excesses.
The commentaries of the five Indian alcoholism and mental health workers
focus on treatment programs. They recognize the strong social pressures toward
drinking that contribute to the difficulty of control. They note that some Anglo
concepts of mental health are alien to Indian thinking (e.g., group discussion of
personal problems, acknowledging alcoholism as a disease). They all emphasize
the importance of Indian participation in the development and direction of treatment programs, and some stress the usefulness of Indian "ex-alcoholics" in these
programs.
While this volume offers no solutions to the problems of Indian drinking, it is
a rich source of information and insights, from anthropologists and practitioners,
for understanding these problems and ultimately for developing means for their
control.

American University

KATHERINE SPENCER HALPERN

THE INDIANS IN OKLAHOMA. By Rennard Strickland. Norman: University of Okalhoma Press, 1980. Pp. xvi, 171. lIlus., notes, bibliog. $9.95 cloth; $3.95 paper.
AT FIRST GLANCE IT MIGHT seem odd for the University of Oklahoma Press to issue
a volume on Indians as part of its series Newcomers in a New Land. Yet the
ancestors of most present-day Oklahoma Indians came to the area as immigrants.
The best-known and earliest arrivals were the Five Tribes-Cherokees, Creeks,
Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles-who were removed from their homes in
the southeastern United States in the 1830s. Over the years several more groups,
including tribes from other parts of the "Permanent Indian Frontier," were forced
into the two territories that became the state of Oklahoma.
Since whole tribes came to have their homes there, a book on the Indians of
Oklahoma is a more justifiable project than the studies of other ethnic groups
embraced in the Newcomers series. The German, Poles, British, et al. of Oklahoma are not easily defined as communities for historical purposes. The author
of this volume argues that even within an American Indian context, the Indians
of Oklahoma are unique.
In contrast to the other contributors to the series, Professor Strickland has a
topic that is too large for the series format. To write a book with the brevity
required, he wisely chose to produce an impressionistic essay.
The organization of The Indians of Oklahoma is based upon an "Oklahoma
Indian calendar," each of the four chapters representing a "season." The chapters
and the approximate periods they cover are "The Bright Autumn of Indian Nationhood" (from the beginning of the removal policy to the end of the Civil War);
"The Dark Winter of Settlement and Statehood" (ca. 1867 to 1907); "The Long
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Spring of Tribal Renewal" (1907 to the present); and "The Spirit of a Modern
Indian Summer" (the present, with some thoughts on the future).
This is a sensitive, affectionate treatment. The tragedies brought about by white
greed, callousness, and good intentions are noted, and in a calm way the sorrows
they produced are effectively underscored. Yet no time is spent on heavy-handed
condemnation and moralizing.
The emphasis is on cultural matters. The author, a professor of law, does what
we historians so often preach and too seldom practice: he bravely and successfully
uses Indian poetry, art, songs, tales, and novels as his main sources. Happily
absent is extended discussion of "famous" Indians, i. e., those who have succeeded
in the white man's political, business, and academic circles.
Strickland appreciates the immense diversity of Oklahoma Indian life: the differences among tribes, factions within tribes, and generation gaps among families.
Yet he insists that a cultural unity exists among Indians of the state.
This book is a product of the general rise of ethnic consciousness and pride
among America's minorities since World War II; as such it will appeal to many
Indians, in and out of Oklahoma. But non-Indians will also appreciate the author's
genuine concern to share a sense of Indianness with all readers. He wants to
instill an awareness of the Indian's values, not a sense of guilt over past wrongs.
And Indianness, for Strickland, is far more a cultural than a racial matter.
University of Nevada, Reno

MICHAELJ. BRODHEAD

THE MEXICANS IN OKLAHOMA. By Michael M. Smith. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1980. Pp. v, 78. Notes, bibliog., illus. $2.95 paper.
FOR OVER A CENTURY AMERICAN students of migration generally overlooked or
ignored Mexican immigration as a movement worthy of careful research. Although
Anglos of the West seized half of their country, utilized their labor, pursued them
back and forth across the border and even borrowed their vocabulary (note canyon,
mesa, rodeo, bronco, buckaroo, calaboose, etc.), Mexicans were seldom taken
seriously. Professor Smith suggests that this was because the migrants tended to
accept their position and preferred to preserve and survive rather than attempt
to change the system. Most Mexican peones were from patriarchal, extended
families; they accepted the paternalism of their emotionally secure villages, and
they long remained ill-equipped to compete in a society proclaiming laissez-faire
individualism. They were generally illiterate, disinterested in American citizenship, not easily assimilated and uniformly labeled unambitious, docile, and noncompetitive by their employers. Clearly, Mexican migrants did not squint toward
the horizon; they did not seek a West uncrowded, unfettered, vital and free; they
did not personify the romanticized American dream. Rather they were seeking
something more basie--survival.
Since World War II the staggering number of Mexicans entering the United
States, their need for employment, the needs of agriculture, construction, and
service industries for cheap labor, along with the very real socioeconomic problems

BOOK REVIEWS

305

now being faced in the United States, has finally forced the subject of immigration
onto the American consciousness. Professor Smith's book, however, is more in
the historical tradition than an attempt at sociological analysis and interpretation.
(Only about six pages of the work is devoted to the period since World War II.)
Emphasis is given to the Spanish explorers, to political pressures in Mexico, to
the era of railroad building in the Southwest, and to the mining and cotton
industries of Oklahoma. Both the outward thrust and the inward pull of Mexican
migration is considered. Of course, Oklahoma was never a major center for Mexican settlement (only 134 Mexican residents were in the two territories in 1900;
2,645 were in the state in 1910; 6,697 in 1920; 3,496 in 1930; 1,425 in 1940).
Clearly, the long period of economic depression of the 1930s led to a general
Mexican exodus from the state.
To relate the Mexican migration to a specific state, particularly a distant, noncontiguous, late-maturing state like Oklahoma creates difficult limitations. However, individualized case studies, use of the Immigration Commission report on
Oklahoma coal mining of 1911, and observations on local religious and cultural
institutions help to unifY, personalize, and give character to the work.
This volume is one of ten to be found in a University of Oklahoma Press series
entitled Newcomers to a New Land. The studies are brief, summary in nature,
and directed to a nonacademic audience. The recognition that thousands of immigrants failed and that suffering and sacrifice was the lot of the typical settler
on the Oklahoma prairie should help elevate all immigrants to a historic place in
the popular American psyche.

University of Nevada, Reno

WILBUR'S. SHEPPERSON

INDIAN TRADERS ON THE MIDDLE BORDER: THE HOUSE OF EWING, 1827-54. By
Robert A. Trennert, Jr. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1981. Pp. xiii,
271. IlIus., notes, index, bibliog. $17.95.
WILLIAM GRIFFITH EWING (1801-1854) and George Washington Ewing (18041866) were born into a restless frontier family. While they were growing up, the
father operated a tavern and general store at Piqua in the relatively unsettled
frontier of western Ohio, a center of Indian trade on the edges of increasing
Indian-white tensions and a military staging area during the War of 1812.
After studying and practicing law for a brief period, William returned to the
family, now in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where the father had recently established
himself as a merchant. In 1825, the two boys and their father formed a loose
copartnership to pool their resourCeS and moved rapidly into the Indian trade.
Soon they began a long association with a New York merchandising house and
were competing with Astor's American Fur Company that tended to dominate
the Great Lakes area.
When the father died in 1827, the sons bound themselves in copartnership as
W. G. & G. W. Ewing. The House of Ewing operated on the Middle Border,
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"the area that existed between the advanced frontier and full settlement; ... a
moving place of transition" (p. xii).
The Ewings established several trading sites over northern Indiana and within
two decades had extended their operations into western Iowa and eastern Kansas.
The magnitude of their Indian trade activities was second only to that of Pierre
Chouteau, Jr., who projected generally further westward. At the same time, they
maintained large mercantile and real estate holdings in Indiana besides considerable property and bank stock at St. Louis. They also became politically and
socially prominent.
Weathering the stormy changes in national politics and the attendant vagaries
of Indian policy in the 1840s, the Ewings emerged as "probably the single most
influential force in the determination of federal Indian policy" (p. 175). They
decided removal schedules, influenced treaty negotiations, controlled tribal money
expenditures, selected Indian agents, and effectively silenced their opposition.
Trouble and uncertainty soon plagued the House of Ewing. Success had engendered complacency and carelessness. Looking for new ways of securing Indian
money they began to serve as tribal attorneys in negotiations with the government.
They even considered the lure of western trade opportunities such as that offered
by the California gold fields. The national elections of 1852 again put them on
the other side of the political fence. They did not believe the new Democratic
administration was hostile to their company, but its uncompromising and strict
attitude towards traders made the outlook for future profit rather bleak. The firm
began a general withdrawal and retrenchment. William's death marked the virtual
end of the significance of the House of Ewing in Indian affairs.
This is an important monographic case study of aggressive merchant-capitalists
whose immense power dominated Indian trade and Indian policy. In their day,
the Ewings were regarded as public benefactors, serving the needs of Indians
and government in a high-risk business. They were more influential and successful
in it than most of their contemporaries. Robert Trennert's lucidly written and
superbly documented account of this intricate story necessitates revision of much
conventional wisdom on the subject.

Miami University

DWIGHT L. SMITH

SHUCKS, SHOCKS, AND HOMINY BLOCKS: CORN AS A WAY OF LIFE IN PIONEER
AMERICA. By Nicholas P. Hardeman. Drawings by Linda M. Steele. Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1981. Pp. xii, 271. Illus., bibliog.,
index, epilogue. $20.00.
THIS VOLUME ADEQUATELY fulfills the promise of its subtitle. It is a folkloric account
of the pervasive impact of corn on the social, political, and economic development
of at least some sections of the frontier United States.
Hardeman approaches his topic chronologically and topically. Early chapters
review the domestication of corn by Indians and initial European encounters with
it, although the author points out that his major purpose is to consider pioneer
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interaction with corn primarily in the eighteenth- and nineteenth-centuries. Ten
of the book's eighteen chapters trace folkways with corn from seedbed to harvest
to consumption as food and drink. An excellent chapter, "Jack of All Aids," details
the myriad uses for cobs, shucks, and stalks. Final chapters on corn and cornrelated activities in liter~ture and the corn-livestock relationship are lightweight
reviews best suited to textbooks.
Scholars and readers of southwestern history or the history of the American
West will find little for consideration in the work. Hardeman's pioneers are primarily fixed on the Appalachian and Southern farming frontiers. Hispanic encounters with corn are confined to the well-known accounts of various explorers.
Corn culture in New Mexico receives about a dozen references of one or two
paragraphs each, with much of the material drawn from Josiah Gregg's Commerce
of the Prairies, though specific reference to that account is lacking in the text or
bibliography. These New Mexico items are chiefly of the "they ate posole, drank
atole and had gristmills" variety. Even less attention is given the Far West, with
a few references to California, and none to the struggle in growing corn European
peoples experienced in the Pacific Northwest.
While Hardeman does retrieve a fund of ephemeral information on corn in its
many guises, his presentation is seriously marred by a lack of citation. Even direct
quotations are sometimes not acknowledged (p. 146). The bibliography, while
admittedly not exhaustive, is uneven with, for instance, mention of three of the
admirable specialized bibliographies published by the Agricultural History Center
at the University of California, Davis, but the exclusion of others, some of which,
such as The History of Agriculture in the Midwest, are certainly pertinent. The
book also could have been better edited, given the many instances where the
author repeats information previously considered, sometimes within a few pages
of the initial comment.
As these deficiencies indicate, the work has limitations for scholars and other
well-informed students of American agriculture; as a compendium of information
on "corn as a way of life" it makes for pleasant reading. Dozens of delightful
illustrations enhance the text and complement the book's pleasing design.

New Mexico Highlands University

MICHAEL L. OLSEN

ENERGY FROM THE WEST: A TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT OF WESTERN ENERGY RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT. By the Science and Public Policy Program, University
of Oklahoma. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1981. Pp. XVii, 362. Illus.,
notes, tables, references, index. $25.00 cloth; $9.95 paper.
WITHIN THE LAST DECADE the literature concerning energy development in the
West has grown by leaps and bounds. Although much of it is oriented to the very
recent past and is not in any sense historical, nevertheless the corpus of books
and articles that have appeared since the Arab oil embargo of 1973 is of interest
to historians because it provides new data and raises questions that they need to
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consider if the energy problems of the 1980s are to be placed in historical perspective.
This volume, a product of the University of Oklahoma's Science and Public
Policy Program, is a result of a team effort by political scientists, economists, and
other social scientists to assess western energy resource development during the
past ten years. After providing a general overview of energy development in the
region, individual authors deal more specifically with problems relating to water,
air quality, and land use. Other chapters deal with issues concerning housing,
availability of capital, the transport of energy, and the establishment of sites for
energy facilities. In their conclusions the authors carefully organize their recommendations in the hope that they will affect policy makers on various levels,
particularly those working in local, state, and federal agencies, and for Indian
tribes. Their conclusions seem apt and worthy of consideration. In summing up,
they emphasize the complex and often conflicting elements comprising energy
problems in the western states that will not make solutions easy. "While many of
these issues are manageable," they note, "they will require a mix of technical,
legal, and institutional responses" (p. 350).
Historians interested in the Southwest will find this to be an informative volume,
useful for gaining a fuller understanding of the energy crisis of the 1980s. Particularly helpful are the bibliographies at the conclusion of each chapter that can
serve as a practical guide to the writings on energy development in the West
during the past five years. Readers of this book should not expect a historical
analysis, however. The purpose of the authors was to provide a contemporary
appraisal of western energy problems as viewed by behavioral scientists. In that
endeavor they have succeeded.
University of New Mexico

GERALD D. NASH

LEW WALLACE: MILITANT ROMANTIC. By Robert E. Morsberger and Katharine
M. Morsberger. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1981. Pp. xii, 560.
Illus., bibliog., index, notes. $17.95.
LEW WALLACE WAS ONE of those people who do supremely well at one thing and
more or less botch nearly everything else they attempt. His single great achievement was the writing of Ben-Hur, one of the most successful historical novels
ever published. By contrast, he had a lackluster career in the law, a profession
that bored him; he met with failure in his tries at getting into Congress; he spent
the Mexican War complaining about his superiors and the inaction they consigned
him to; in the Civil War he arrived too late on the field at Shiloh and was blamed
(perhaps unjustly) for his tardiness; at Monocacy he managed to hold off the
Confederate advance until reinforcements could arrive to protect Washington but
nonetheless lost the battle; despite political influence, he missed out on the most
desirable diplomatic posts and had to settle for Turkey, then in the backwaters of
world affairs; and his only son proved to be a person of mediocre ability, needing
steady direction from his father.
Given such unpromising material, a biograher might be pardoned for coming
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up with a second-rate product. Happily, however, the Morsbergers have turned
out an excellent study of their subject. Wallace was a prolific letter-writer, keeper
of diaries, and preserver of all sorts of records, and his biographers have waded
through immense quantities of such stuff, extracted the essential facts, and presented them in a readable, informative manner worthy of a more deserving subject.
New Mexico readers will find much of interest in the chapter "Outlaws and
Apaches," which deals with Wallace's three years as governor of the territory.
Attention is given to the Lincoln County War, the machinations of the Santa Fe
Ring, and the efforts to suppress the raids by Victorio and other Apache leaders.
The Morsbergers probably give Wallace more credit than he deserves for his
handling of these problems. The Lincoln County War did sputter to an end during
his term as governor, but this may have happened because most of the leaders
of both factions had been killed off by then. Victorio was killed by Mexican forces,
and, in any case, the Apache troubles continued after Wallace had left the Palace
of the Governors. Possibly his most valuable service as chief executive was the
rescue and preservation of the New Mexico archives, which had been neglected
under previous administrations and but for his efforts might have been utterly
lost.
The book's chief merits stem from the mass of factual information about Wallace
that the authors have assembled and presented. It is not properly a critical biography. Although Wallace's faults are not disregarded, they are underplayed. For
example, the authors concede his vindictiveness as a member of the military court
that tried and convicted the people implicated in the assassination of Abraham
Lincoln, but they try to make out as good a case for him as they can. More
surprisingly, though they provide a wealth of evidence to show the great popular
success of Ben-Bur, they say little about why the book met with a cool reception
from critics then and has been largely forgotten in the century since it was published, or about why Wallace's other novels have slipped even deeper into oblivion.
Apart from these deficiencies, which are scarcely fatal, the only serious criticism
that can be made of the book is that its subject does not really deserve a 560page biography, the product of a dozen years of research and writing by two
people. Not only is the kind of fiction he wrote out of fashion, but the type of
personality he represents would, if it appeared in a public figure today, be perceived-eorrectly-as a dangerous anachronism. It is true, however, that Wallace
had at least tangential contact with several major events of the nineteenth century
and that hence a comprehensive biography of the man can contribute to our
understanding of his times. From the fact that he was the object of a certain
amount of hero-worship we can infer something about what nineteenth-century
Americans expected in the way of a hero. And the present reputation of his novels,
contrasted with the fame they enjoyed during his lifetime, can tell us a good deal
about changing literary tastes among the mass of readers. Perhaps such revelations
are justification enough for the labors endured by the Morsbergers in their efforts
to tell everything that anyone would want to know about Gen. Lew Wallace.

Mankato State University

RoyW.

MEYER
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SADDLES. By Russel H. Beatie. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1981.
Pp. xv, 391. Illus., appendix, index, bibliog. $35.00.
RUSSEL BEATIE'S Saddles is the first comprehensive study of the western stock
saddle. It is a long overdue addition to the literature of the American cattle
industry. A saddle is a cowboy's most important piece of equipment. Phillip Ashton
Rollins described it as the cowboy's workbench. While a cowpuncher might dispense with hat, spurs, chaps, or high-heeled boots, the exigencies of working
cattle on horseback require that he ride a heavy stock saddle.
Beatie, an accomplished horseman and avid saddle collector, explores all aspects
of the cowboy saddle. He surveys its evolution and development from pr~historic
to modern times, placing special emphasis on important style and design modifications since the Civil War. He reviews in detail saddle parts and saddle construction. In a chapter designed for beginning riders, he discusses the basics of
western horsemanship, what he terms the dynamics of riding, and the special
relationship between horse, saddle, and rider.
The concise text is enhanced by more than eight hundred photographs and
drawings. The reproductions of historic and modern saddles serve well to indicate
changing styles of saddle decoration. An entertaining section entitled "Saddles as
History and Art" illustrates the stock saddle in its highest form of decoration.
Although the saddles shown are functional equivalents to working cowboy "rigs,"
they are distinguished by their famous owners and unusual and exquisite decoration.
The bibliography, consisting of pertinent works dealing with horses, saddles,
and tack, is exceptional. Curators and researchers will find it useful and detailed.
In the appendix, the author lists by state many famous saddlemakers and saddle
companies of the West and the period of their active operation. This is the first
such compilation.
Cowboys spend much time reading and consulting saddle catalogs when choosing new saddles. Saddles could be described as the ultimate saddle catalog. It
will soon find its way into bunkhouses throughout the West.

Philmont Scout Ranch

STEPHEN ZIMMER

REMINISCENCES OF Los ALAMOS, 1943-1945. Edited by Lawrence Badash, Joseph
O. Hirschfelder, and Herbert P. Broida. Studies in the History of Modern
Science, vol. 5. Dordrecht, Holland: D. Reidel Publishing Company, 1980. Pp.
xxi, 188. Index, notes, biographical notes. $10.95 paper.
REMINISCENCES OF Los ALAMOS, 1943-1945 is based on a series of informallectures delivered by a dozen prominent scientists and their wives at the University
of California, Santa Barbara, in 1975. Unlike other scientific lectures, these had
nothing to do with recent experimentation or advanced scientific thought. Instead,
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these men and women spoke of their key roles in the highly secretive project to
develop the world's first atomic bomb in remote Los Alamos, New Mexico, during
World War II.
These personal recollections make for fascinating reading. Nearly every phase
of the Manhattan Project is described in considerable detail: from the original
selection of the far-off site in the mountains to the careful recruitment of top
scientists in a wide range of technical fields; from the clever procurement of scarce
resources to the ingenious practical application of nuclear theory by Robert Oppenheimer and his fellow scientists; from the difficult problem of maintaining
tight security in a free-thinking community to the urgent need to test the atomic
bomb at Trinity precisely on 16 July 1945, because President Truman "needed to
know the outcome of Trinity to use in his Potsdam negotiations with Stalin and
Churchill the following day."
Taken together, these lectures tell the history of a great race to create an
"ultimate weapon," at first before the Germans devised a similar weapon, later
before the course of events necessitated a bloody invasion of mainland Japan, and,
finally, before the Soviet Union swept any further into Eastern Europe after the
fall of Nazi Germany. Convinced that "the whole fate of the civilized world depended on our succeeding," few of the scientists gave much thought to the longrange effect of their work until after their invention succeeded and thousands of
Japanese lay dead in the ruins of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The scientists at Los
Alamos had done what had been asked of them in the heat of battle and had
never questioned their mission until the smoke had cleared and an ungrateful
world looked on their ultimate weapon with scorn and great fear. Reacting much
like soldiers home from the front, the scientists recalled their wartime experience
on The Hill with a mixture of pride, nostalgia, and considerable shock at the
world's vehement reaction to their labor when their sole motivation had been to
serve their country and "help win the war to end all wars."
Despite these insights, Reminiscences of Los Alamos has its flaws. One must
wonder, for example, why only scientists and their wives were asked to contribute
their recollections at Santa Barbara when Indians from San Ildefonso, Hispanics
from Espanola, and GIs from every state in the Union also worked in Los Alamos
during this critical period. Serving as maids, store clerks, construction workers,
security guards, and in sundry other capacities, these individuals had entirely
different views of the top secret town and its early development. Few could tell
us much about the scientific discoveries that took place on The Hill, but they
contributed in many other ways and could add a great deal of information about
lesser-known episodes, such as the aborted labor strike that momentarily threatened the entire Manhattan Project until it was decisively settled by the military
in 1944. The inclusion of similar recollections from this forgotten segment of the
Los Alamos population would have added a new dimension to an already valuable
new book.

University of New Mexico

RICHARD MELZER
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COREY LANE. By Norman Zollinger. New Haven, Conn.: Ticknor and Fields,
1981. Pp. 393. $13.95.
NORMAN ZOLLINGER'S Riders to Cibola was a competent first novel but only now,
with the publication of his second novel, can we see how much the author learned
about his craft while writing-and later ruminating about?-his earlier work. As
a piece of fiction, Corey Lane is far superior to Riders. Its plot is better structured
and more engrossing; its characters are more interesting and convincing (except
for the title-character whose pathological behavior is not Zollinger's "fault"). The
narrative is firmer and more controlled (most of the events and the relations
among people are seen from the point of view of the young editor of a small town
newspaper who has come from New York to New Mexico). Also, the quality of
writing in Corey Lane-style and tone-reveals the hand of an author who has
acquired greater fluency and ease.
As the dust jacket of Corey Lane hints (and as Zollinger has made clear in
interviews), the story line follows rather closely-and quite skillfully-the plot of
Shakespeare's Coriolanus. Each chapter is headed by an epigraph taken from the
tragedy's text, an epigraph that is subsequently developed in terms of theme,
plot, and character. Moreover, most of the novel's major characters correspond
to those in Shakespeare's play.
The novel begins in the New Mexico territory of 1879. Corey Lane, the local
Coriolanus, is the sheriff of Chupadera County (fictitious) with an office in the
town of Black Springs (also fictitious), situated in the Ojos Negros basin (the same
rugged country in which Riders to Cibola is set). With little more than a stare
from his hard blue eyes, Lane preserves order among feuding ranchers, farmers,
and merchants. Naturally, he takes command of a small force of these same citizens
when his town is threatened by marauding Apaches headed by the notorious
Victorio (the southwestern counterpart of Shakespeare's Tullus Aufidius, general
of the Volsces and rival of Coriolanus who hates and admires him). Lane returns
in triumph to Black Springs where he chides the townspeople for praising him.
"What the hell is all this? ... You people know by now that I can't abide this
kind of nonsense."
Paradoxically, the "kind of nonsense" Corey Lane cannot abide-praise and
adulation-is precisely what he needs to nourish his colossal pride. Eventually,
when his ego is bruised by his fellows, he, like Coriolanus before him, turns on
them and joins their bitterest enemy (Victorio) to crush them. If Lane's defection
seems poorly motivated, it is because the magnitude of his pride and arrogance
is incomprehensible to most people. Zollinger follows Shakespeare in making his
tragic hero the victim of his own pathological excesses.
Appropriately, the novel ends with a quotation from Shakespeare-not from
Coriolanus but Richard II-as the editor-narrator goes to the cemetery where
his and Corey's old friend is buried, "to sit upon the ground and tell sad stories
of the death of kings.... " Corey Lane and Victorio, kings of a sort, are not easily
forgotten.

University of New Mexico
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